Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.056; data-to-parameter ratio = 30.1.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). RJB acknowledges the NSF-MRI program (grant CHE-0619278) for funds to purchase the diffractometer. HBS acknowledges the DST for funding and PR acknowledges the CSIR for a fellowship. Panda, A., Mugesh, G., Singh, H. B. & Butcher, R. J. (1999) . Organometallics, 18, 1986 -1993 . Rivkin, B. B., Maksimenko, A. A. & Sadekov, I. D. (1991 it has been shown that they can be stabilized by intramolecular coordination and thus be isolated and structurally characterized (Singh & McWhinnie, 1985; Singh et al., 1990; Singh et al., 1992; Panda et al., 1999) . Pre- previously although no crystal structures were completed (Cobbledick et al., 1979; Rivkin et al., 1991) .
D-HÁ
Overall the molecule is slightly distorted square pyramidal [τ = 0.052 for the major component (Addison et al., 1984] .
However there is a weak secondary interaction between the Te and Br/Cl of an adjoining molecule. The Te-Br and Te-Cl distances in both molecules fall into two groups; a longer distance for the Br/Cl involved in this secondary interaction (2.6945 (17)Å for Br and 2.601 (9)Å for Cl) and shorter bond distances to the remaining halogens, indicating that this interaction has slightly weakened the Te-X bond, as is the case in the previously reported polymorph. Otherwise, the metrical parameters in both polymorphs are not significantly different.
Experimental
As shown in the reaction scheme (scheme 2), a stirred solution of bis[2-(dimethylaminomethyl)phenyl]ditelluride, 1, (Kaur et al., 1995) (0.5 g, 0.94 mmol) in diethylether (10 ml) was treated with HCl (3 ml in 20 ml distilled water). The reaction mixture was further stirred for 10 min. The resulting reaction mixture was evaporated to one third of its original volume and ethanol (5 ml) was added to get a yellow solid. It was redissolved in ethanol and stored in the refrigerator to get yellow needles of the monochloride, 2.
A stirred solution of 2 (0.2 g, 0.66 mmol) in dry CHCl 3 (10 ml) was treated with Br 2 (0.37 ml, 2.34 mmol) under N 2 at 0° C. The reaction mixture was further stirred for 2 h and then reduced to half volume and kept in freezer to give a yellow crystalline solid, 3, which contained crystals of two morphologies. This is the structure of one of these. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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